Academic Planning Guide

Graduation Requirements:  

To meet high school graduation requirements, a student must successfully complete a program, which shall satisfy specific legal requirements as prescribed by the State Department of Education and by Bayless Consolidated School District and which shall contain a distribution of credit as indicated in the following chart.  Besides the number of credits, specific courses are required by the State of Missouri and/or by Bayless High School.  Students are also required by the State of Missouri to pass the United States and Missouri Constitution Tests prior to graduation (these tests are administered in the American Government course). All students are expected to carry a full academic load of 3.5 units for each semester of attendance.  Bayless High School regards a high school program as a full-time, four-year endeavor. 
	SUBJECT
	CREDITS
	SPECIFICS

	English
	4.0
	Eight semesters of Communication Arts courses 

	Mathematics
	3.0
	Six semesters of math courses

	Science
	3.0
	Two semesters of Conceptual Physics

Two semesters of Chemistry

Two Semesters of Biology

	Social Studies
	3.0
	Two semesters of World History
Two semesters of American Government
Two semesters of American History

	Physical Education
	1.0
	Two semesters of P.E. Courses

	Health
	0.5
	One semester of Health 

	Fine Arts
	1.0
	Two semesters of Drama, Art, or Music

	Practical Arts
	1.0
	Two semesters of Practical Arts as listed in the table below.

	Personal Finance
	0.5
	One semester of Personal Finance.

	Electives
	7.0
	Suggested Career Path Electives

	TOTAL:
	24.0
	Credits required for graduation

	PRACTICAL ARTS:
	Business Education,  Family & Consumer Sciences, Marketing Education,  South Technical Classes

	CONSTITUTION TESTS:
	Passing both the U.S. and Missouri Tests
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Grading Standards:

A grade at Bayless High School is a professional judgment by a teacher of a student’s progress and represents an evaluation of three factors:

1. ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT:  This means satisfactorily completing assignments, passing tests, and participating in class discussion or activities

2. WORK HABITS:  This means appropriately using assigned study time, bringing required text and necessary working tools to class, keeping work well organized, paying attention to instruction by the teacher or presentations by classmates, doing independent work and spending sufficient time on home assignments, and completing assignments on time

3. CONDUCT OR CLASSROOM RELATIONS:  This means taking assigned place immediately after arrival in classroom, not interrupting classroom routine by misbehavior, and showing courtesy and respect for the teacher and classmates.

Grading System:

The school year is divided into two semesters of two grading periods each.  Report cards are issued at the end of each grading period and are reports of student progress to both student and parent.   Report cards are to be examined and evaluated by the parent with the student.   The quarter grades contribute 40% each to the semester grade and the Final Exam is calculated as 20% of the semester grade. Grades and their corresponding percentages and points are listed below.

Letter Grade
Percentage
Grade Points
Honors and Dual Credit 

    Grade Points

    A+

98-100
4.0
4.5



    A

93-97
4.0
4.5

    A- 

90-92
4.0
4.5

    B+

88-89
3.0
3.5

    B

83-87
                        3.0                      3.5

    B-

80-82
3.0
3.5

    C+

78-79
2.0
2.5

    C

73-77
2.0
2.5

    C-

70-72
2.0
2.5

    D+

68-69
1.0
1.0

    D

63-67
1.0
1.0

    D-

60-62
1.0
1.0

    F

  0-59
 0.0
0.0

All grades are passing except “F”.  No credit or grade point is given for a semester “F” grade.  
Incomplete Work:  The grade “I” is assigned when sickness or other legitimate cause beyond the control of the student prevents the completion of major course work.  In such cases, a reasonable time extension will be allowed.  IF THE REQUIREMENTS ARE NOT MET, THE PARENTS AND THE STUDENT WILL BE INFORMED AND THE “I” WILL BE CHANGED TO AN “F”.

Only semester grades are permanently recorded on the transcript.  All other grades are indicators of the student’s progress for a grading period or for a final examination.
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Final Exams:

Final exams are scheduled for the last three days of each semester for all students. Students who are not in attendance for the days of their finals will receive a zero for the exams they miss. Please note that snow days may affect the dates of finals. Vacation or personal absences are not excusable, so please plan accordingly.

Transcript:

A transcript is an official record of a student’s semester grades and standardized test scores.  The school must have written permission of the student or his/her parent to send copies of transcripts.  Request forms are available in the counseling center and should be accompanied by a stamped and addressed envelope.

Homework: 

Few students can maintain satisfactory work unless they acquire the habit of systematic home study.  This includes not only completing written assignments, but also reviewing previously learned material and reading ahead to prepare for the next class.

Honor Roll:

Students receive recognition for high academic achievement through the honor roll if they attain a 3.0 GPA and receive no “F” grades for the semester.   

Academic Letter:

The Bayless Academic Letter is awarded each year to students who excel academically and who exert a positive influence on the school and classrooms.  A student receives a letter the first year he/she earns the award and service bars for each additional year. The requirements for an academic letter are:

· 3.0 GPA each semester (1st semester and 3rd quarter for seniors)

· No grade of C- or lower and no NC grade due to absenteeism

· No conduct marks on any report card; no suspensions in or out of school

· Full-time Bayless student, with the exception of students who are at technical school half time or students who have medical certification that they cannot attend school for a full day.

Graduation Honors:

Summa cum laude
4.0 or above cumulative GPA

Magna cum laude
   
3.75-3.99 cumulative GPA

Cum laude

3.50-3.74 cumulative GPA
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General Information:
UNIT OF CREDIT:

One unit of credit is earned for successfully completing two semesters of work. Courses meeting daily for one semester earn one-half (.5) credit.
REQUIRED COURSE:

A course which is required by either the State Department of Education or Bayless High School for graduation. Required course work that is failed can be made up in summer school or in an extra semester of work.
ELECTIVE:

A course which a student chooses to take, but is not specifically required for graduation. Once a

student has met the credit requirements for specific subject areas, any additional credits taken in

those areas will count as elective credits.
PREREQUISITE:

A course that must be successfully completed before another related course may be taken. For example, Algebra 1 or Algebra 1B must be passed before Geometry can be taken.
GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA):

The student’s grade point average will be figured on the basis of semester grades in all subjects. No term grades will be used to determine the GPA. Letter grades will be given the following values and then averaged to determine your GPA. A=4 points; B=3 points; C=2 points; D=l point; F=0 points. Students enrolled in Honors courses will receive an extra .5 point value for a letter grade of an A, B, or C.
RANK IN CLASS:

A student’s rank in class is determined by his/her weighted GPA. The student with the highest GPA is number 1 in the class, the second highest GPA is number 2 in the class, etc. until all students are listed. If you are 99 from the top of a class of 500 students your rank in class would be written as 99/500.
ATHLETIC/ACTIVITIES ELIGIBILITY:

A student who intends to participate in soccer, basketball, volleyball, track, cheerleading, dance, clubs, or to compete in other interscholastic contests such as marching band, jazz band, show choir, etc., must meet the following requirements: 

The student must be currently enrolled in courses that offer at least 3.0 units of credit, and must have earned at least 3.0 units of credit the previous semester. Credit earned after or completed after the close of the semester (grade change) shall not count as having been earned that semester, except in case of illness verified by a physician. Students may earn up to 1 unit of credit in summer school that may be applied toward eligibility provided the credit is earned in “core” classes.
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Grade Level Classification Policy:
1. At the beginning of each school year, students are assigned to advisory and grade level based on the number of credits they have earned.  

Freshman:  
0-6.24
Sophomores:
6.25-12.24
Juniors:

12.25-17.0
Seniors:

17.125-24
2.  A student transferring into Bayless High School will be entered into the appropriate grade upon receipt of transcripts from previous schools.  When transfer students are unable to meet the state and/or Bayless High School graduation requirements, the high school principal may make exceptions in specific requirements, which will permit them to graduate if:

(a) they have done satisfactory work since the date of transfer; and

(b) they have been unable to meet the specific requirements due to conditions beyond their

 
control; and                                  

(c) they would have graduated from the former school if they had not transferred.
3.  Changes in grade level shall be made only at the beginning and conclusion of each school year.  No grade level changes will be made at the conclusion of the first semester.
Early Exit:
It is strongly recommended that students complete a four-year high school curriculum and pursue the completion of the College Preparatory Certificate which maximizes a student’s opportunities for success in college. However, a student that has earned 24 credits and has met the graduation requirements before the eighth semester may petition for early exit at the end of the seventh semester by completing the Early Exit Form with his/her counselor which includes submitting a letter to the principal addressing student’s plan to pursue higher education immediately upon exiting. The counselor and administrator will review the student’s transcript to determine eligibility for early exit.  All early exit proposals must be submitted to the appropriate counselor within the first 5 days of the semester in which they plan to graduate. Early exit students are eligible to participate in the graduation ceremony at the end of the school year and will not receive a diploma prior to that ceremony. Students wishing to attend Prom or participate in the graduation ceremony must include their requests for participation in their early exit letters to the principal.
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