 Communication Arts I Syllabus 
Semester One
Unit I: Short Stories – 3 weeks

Stories Covered:

“Marigolds”

“Rules of the Game”

“Colomber”

“The Necklace”

“Gift of the Magi”

Elements Covered:

* Plot

* Types of Conflict

* Characterization (Direct and Indirect)

* Types of Character (Round, Flat, Static, Dynamic)

* Theme

* Irony

Unit II: The Five Paragraph Essay – 1 week
Students will write a descriptive essay about their favorite place.

Elements Covered:

* A.G.D. (attention getting device)
* Thesis Statement

* Transition Sentences

* Supporting Details

* Conclusion/Final Thought

* Descriptive Details

Unit III: Mini Research Assignment – 1 week

Students will research a favorite music artist.

Elements Covered:

* MLA (citations, works cited)

* Researching Skills

Unit IV: The Miracle Worker  by William Gibson – 3 weeks

Elements Covered:

* Background information about Annie Sullivan and Helen Keller.

* Protagonist/Antagonist.

* Flashback

* Theme

* Characterization

* Character

Unit V: The Compare and Contrast Essay – 1 week
Students will write a compare and contrast essay in which they compare and contrast two characters from The Miracle Worker.

Elements Covered:

* A.G.D.

* Thesis

* Transition Sentences.

* Using supporting details from a piece of literature.
Unit VI: Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson – 4 weeks

Elements Covered:

* Theme

* Plot

* Types of Conflict

* Indirect and Direct Characterization

* Types of Character

Vocabulary Study will be included in most units.
