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Directions:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Keep the questions in your Speak Folder.

1.  Explain what happens to Melinda’s friendship with Heather.

2.  Melinda receives a Valentine card on her locker.  Who is it from?

3.  Why does Melinda have a meeting with the Principal, Guidance Counselor, and her parents?

4.  What is MISS and why does Melinda have to go there?

5.  What does Mr. Freeman say(when he drives her to Efferts) to Melinda that encourages her?

6.  Why do you think Melinda feels as if she wants a new skin?

7.  Explain Melinda’s new strategy for lunch.

8.  How does Melinda react when David Petrakis invites her over to his house?

9.  What happened to Melinda at the party over the summer?

10.  Describe Melinda’s Easter with her family.

11.  Why does Melinda think Rachelle has lost her mind?

12.  Explain the internal conflict Melinda is having regarding Rachelle.

13.  Explain the plan Melinda and David come up with in regards to the speech Melinda 
has to give in Mr. Neck’s class.  What is the outcome of the plan?

14.  Where is the one place Melinda feels safe?

15.  Who comes into the art room and how does Melinda react?

16.  What does Melinda write on the bathroom stall?

17.  Why does Heather come to Melinda’s house?  How does Melinda respond to Heather’s request?

18.  What does Ivy show Melinda in the bathroom that makes her feel as if she can fly?  Why do you think she feels this way?

19.  The tree in Melinda’s yard needs to be pruned in order to cut off disease.   This will enable the tree to grow again.  Explain how Melinda is like the tree in her yard.
20.  Why did Rachelle dump Andy Evans at the Prom?

21.  Explain what happens between Melinda and Andy Evan while she is cleaning her closet.

22. Why is Melinda satisfied with Andy Evans being unable to speak?

23.  Why do you think the novel ends with Melinda turning in her “not so perfect” tree to Mr. Freeman?

24.  Mr. Freeman tells his class, “You must walk alone to find your soul”(118).  What do you think he means by this?

25.  Mr. Freeman tells Melinda that “nothing is perfect.  Flaws are interesting”(153).   Other than art, what could Mr. Freeman be referring to? 
26.  Explain why you think the author if Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson chose to write the novel in a journal format.  

