American History Syllabus

Mr. Robards – Room 201

E-mail – jrobards@bayless.k12.mo.us
Rationale:  American History is taught because our nation’s future depends on its citizens understanding and appreciating our collective past as well as the continuing dynamics of change.  American History traces United States History from the colonial period to the 20th Century

Course Description:  American History is a survey of American History, from the colonial period to the present with emphasis on 20th century history.  The course is taught chronologically and is studied in a multiple media perspective.

Course Objectives:

The student will …

· Examine the clash of Native American, African and European cultures, the triangular slave trade and the causes and outcomes of the Revolutionary War

· Understand the contribution of important political leaders to the forming of a new nation and the continuing conflicts with Native Americans

· Understand the causes and effects of the Civil War, the major battles and leaders of the war, and the policies of Reconstruction

· Describe the changes that occurred in the United States due to the impact of the western frontier, the Industrial Age, immigration and urbanization.

· Examine the key figures and events in the fight by American women to gain the vote, factors that led the U.S. to become a world military power, the growth of imperialism in U.S. foreign policy, and the causes and effects of World War I

· Understand the politics and social life during the 1920’s along with the causes and effects of the Great Depression

· Understand the causes and effects of World War II, and how the end of the war led to the Cold War

· Describe the policies of Kennedy’s New Frontier, Johnson’s Great Society and the impact of the Vietnam War on the United States

· Examine the fight of minorities for equal rights, the Watergate scandal, Environmental Activism, and the Conservative Tide of the 1980’s

Supplies: Students are required to bring several items to class everyday

· The Americans Danzer (Textbook)

· Ink pen (blue or black only), or pencil

· Three ring binder with loose leaf paper

· One-subject notebook

Grading: The grade in this course will be determined on a point system that will include homework, in class work, projects, tests, quizzes, journal writing and a final exam (which will be worth 20% of the semester grade).  The grade will be determined by dividing the total points earned in the class by the total points possible.  Each student will have a grade sheet in their binder which will allow the student to keep track of his or her grade throughout the semester.  The grading scale will be as follows:

A = 100-90   B = 89-80   C = 79-70   D = 69-60   F = 59-0

Make up work: Students are responsible for their own make up work.  When a student returns from an absence it is his or her responsibility to get the make up work from the teacher on his or her own time (before/after school). 

