Honors American Government/Personal Finance Syllabus

Mr. Robards – Room 201

E-mail – jrobards@bayless.k12.mo.us
Rationale: The purpose of American Government is to prepare students to become responsible and empowered citizens in a democratic society.  By understanding the constitutional foundations of national, state and local government systems, political parties and the election process, students will become aware of how problems arise and are solved through the cooperative efforts of government and citizens.

Course Description: This yearlong course will fulfill the students’ requirement for studying the United States and Missouri Constitutions.  The students will increase their knowledge and understanding of how a democratic government works from the basis of these two documents.  This course will explore the origins of American democracy, branches of government, domestic, foreign and economic policies and individual rights of citizens.  The second semester of this course will explore personal finance.  This part of the course will focus on banking, credit, money management, saving, and other aspects of the students’ future financial responsibilities.  A major emphasis in this course is critical thinking and written analysis of the various functions of the United States Government.
Course Objectives:

The student will …

· Understand the history and purpose of government by analyzing ideas, historical documents, and events that shaped the U. S. Constitution.

· Understand various factors in electing the president along with presidential powers and how they relate to the functioning of the U. S. Government.
· Describe the organization of Congress and understand congressional powers and how they relate to the functioning of the U. S. Government.
· Describe the organization of the judicial branch of the U. S., understand judicial powers and how they relate to the functioning of the U. S. Government as well as the functions amendments serve in the lives of U. S. citizens.
· Understand essential concepts regarding economics and economic systems along with how economics affects individuals’ lives.
· Identify and evaluate an American citizen’s basic civil rights and explain the foundations of the U. S. legal system and procedures of civil and criminal law.
· Understand essential concepts regarding personal finance including banking, credit, money management and savings.

Supplies: Students are required to bring several items to class everyday

· United States Government Democracy In Action (Remy)
· Ink pen (blue or black only), or pencil
· Three ring binder with loose leaf paper  or a one-subject notebook
Grading: Your grade in this course is broken down in the following way:

50% - Tests, Quizzes, and other Assessments

40% - Projects, in-class work, bellwork, homework

10% - Daily preparation/effort grade (bringing all supplies and staying on task during class)

This formula will be used to calculate your quarter and progress report grades.  Quarter grades will simply be another progress report and will not start over in the 2nd and 4th quarters.  At the end of each semester you will have a comprehensive final exam which will be worth 20% of your semester grade.

The grading scale will be as follows:

A = 100-90   B = 89-80   C = 79-70   D = 69-60   F = 59-0

Make up work: Students are responsible for their own make up work.  When a student returns from an absence it is his or her responsibility to get the make up work from the teacher on his or her own time (before/after school).
U.S. and MO Constitution Tests: You will take both the U.S. and MO Constitution tests as your 1st semester final in this course.  This test is a graduation requirement and you cannot graduate from BHS without passing this test.  If you happen to fail the Constitution Test you will not receive credit for the 1st semester of this course.  There will be several make-up tests offered during the second semester but if you do not pass this test by the end of the school year you will have to retake the 1st semester of this course.

