Psychology Syllabus

Mr. Robards – Room 201

E-mail – jrobards@bayless.k12.mo.us

Rationale: Psychology is a social science course, which primarily studies the behavior of humans in society as they try to grow and develop their own personalities.  A major focal point of the course is to develop in students a better understanding of interpersonal relationships in terms of personal growth and social adjustment.

Course Description: This semester course will explore individual behavior patterns.  The student will explore the functions of the brain, role of sensation and perception on development, mental disorders and treatments and levels of consciousness.

Course Objectives:

The student will …

· Gain an understanding of how the brain functions and the impact of the brain on human behavior

· Understand the essential concepts regarding sensation and perception including how sensation and perception affect each other and human behavior

· Understand various theories regarding the development of personality and will apply this understanding to the treatment of various mental disorders

· Understand essential concepts regarding consciousness and its impact on human behavior

Supplies: Students are required to bring several items to class everyday

· Psychology and You  (2nd edition, McMahon, McMahon, Romano)
· Ink pen (blue or black only), or pencil
· Three ring binder with loose leaf paper
· Notebook for journal writing
Grading: The grade in this course will be determined on a point system that will include homework, in class work, projects, tests, quizzes, journal writing and a final exam (which will be worth 20% of the semester grade).  The grade will be determined by dividing the total points earned in the class by the total points possible.  Each student will have a grade sheet in their binder which will allow the student to keep track of his or her grade throughout the semester.  The grading scale will be as follows:

A = 100-90   B = 89-80   C = 79-70   D = 69-60   F = 59-0

Make up work: Students are responsible for their own make up work.  When a student returns from an absence it is his or her responsibility to get the make up work from the teacher on his or her own time (before/after school). 

Schedule of Topics

Dates

Unit




Activities

w/o  8/22 -
The Brain and Body


Various writing prompts 

w/o  9/19





Brain Poster Diagram

Psychology and You


Motor Strip Dominance Activity



Chapter 3



Hemisphere Poster



Pages 59-90



Hemisphere Dominance Inventory








Puzzles/Fill in the Blanks Activities








Neuron Communication Illustrations

w/o  9/19 -
Sensation and Perception

Various writing prompts

w/o  10/10





Senses Simulation



Psychology and You


Sight vs. Interpretation Discussion



Chapter 4



Concept Attainment Activity



Pages 91-124



Illusions Discussion

w/o  10/10-
Mental Disorders and Treatments
Various writing prompts

w/o  11/14





Theory Discussion



Psychology and You


Persona Mask



Chapters 18-19


Behaviorism Questions



Pages 503-562



Behaviorism vs. Humanism








Students as Teachers








Free Association

Therapy Sessions

                                                                                    Controversial Treatment

w/o  11/14-
Consciousness



Various writing prompts

w/o  12/12





Dream Journal/Paper



Psychology and You


Consciousness Fill-in-the-blank



Chapter 6



Levels of Consciousness



Pages 155-182



Importance of Sleep








Stages of Sleep








Graphic Organizer – Nightmares








Dream Drawing








Hypnosis

                                                                                    Hypnosis vs. Meditation

Keep in mind that each unit will include at least one quiz and one test in addition to the activities listed.  Many of these activities will be done in class so it is very important that you attend class everyday and are always on time to class. 

